
To read: 

(I) For these services faithfu lly performed, he shall receive the sum 
of One Hundred Sixty Dollars (~)to be paid to him 
quarterly. 

Statement of purpose: 
This is eSsentially the same as the Treasurer. 

ARTICLE VI 
COMMITTEES 

AMEND SECTION 1. STANDING COMMITTEES 

(c) A Budget Committee consisting of the Worshipful Master, 
Treasurer, Secretary and two {2) members appointed by the 
Worshipful Master. It shall be the duty of the Budget Committee 

·· to budget all expenses of said lodge for the ensuing year. It shall 
include among the liabilities of the lodge the PerCapHa Tax 
owing by the Lodge to the Grand Lodge. Such Budget shall be 
reported at the second communication after the installation of the 
Wo!Shipful Master and Wardens and .upoo a~ two thirds 
{2/3) of the members present at any Stated Communication. It 
shall l::le the Eluty af this oommittee to submit the Quagel Ia the 
~ 

To read: 

{c) A Budget Committee consisting of the Worshipful Master, 
Treasurer, Secretary and two {2) members appointed by the 
Worshipful .Master. It shall be the duty of the Budget Committee 
to budget all expenses of said Lodge for the ensuing fiscal year 
and submitting the proposed Budget to the Lodge for 
approval. It shall include among the liabilities of the Lodge the 
Per 'Capita Tax and othe; assessments owing by the Lodge to 
the Grand Lodge. SuCh Budget shall be reported at the second 
communication after the installation of theWorshipful Master and 
Wardens and affirmed by a two-thirds {2/3) majority aye vote of 
the members present at any Stated Communication. The Lodge 
Budget may be amended at any time during the fiscal year by 
motion, seconded, approval by the Budget Committee and 
affirmed by a majority aye vote of the members present at 
any Stated Communication. 

Statement of purpose: 
This paragraph.is reworded forclanty and provides the method to 
be used to change the Budget during the Fiscal Year. 

ARTICLE VII 
PETITIONS AND FEES 

AMEND SECTION 2. FEES 

The fees required for the degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry 
conferred in this Lodge shall be One Hundred ThiF!y Fi¥e Dollars 
{~) together with such other fee$, levies and assessments 
as may be required by the By-Laws and Edicts of the Grand 
Lodge. The Lodge requires as a minimum, at the time of petition, 
NiAety ORe Dollars ($9-1-oOO) together with all Grand Lodge fees, 
levies and assessments; Twenty Twa Dollars ($n00) before or 
at the time the Second Degree is conferred; and Twenty Twa 
Dollars {$n.OO) before or at.the time the Third Degree is 
conferred. 

To read: 

The fees required for the degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry 
conferred in this Lodge shall be One Hundred Fifty Dollars 
($150.00) together with such other fees, levies and assessments 

.as may be.r~uirQd btthe 6Yr~WS f1!1P ~dipts qf ~~~~r.A~d 
Lodge. T~e ~odge .~cjuiras as. il il'!iri1tn,um, Jtt'th.e:Ume of petition, 
One iluiidred;Dcillars'($10MO) tod~fHe(withiaii'Grimd Lodge 
fees, levies and assessments; Twenty Five Dollars ($25.00) 
before or anhetime the Second Degree is conferred; and Twenty 
Five Dollars ($25.00) before or' at the time the·Thlrd Degree is 
conferred. 

Statement of purpose: 
The fees for the degrees at this lodge continue to be one of 
the !owest in the area. To minimize the impact' of a dues 
increase the fees for the degrees must be in¢reased. A fifteen 
·dollar ($15.00) increase is minimal and will keep our initiation fee 
still ~!llpetiti~e f9r the area. 

·:· .. __ ::·. 

: ~;. 

AMEND SECTION 1. DUES 

: ARTJCLE. VIII 
..• ~· .: .. ,P~ES : . ; / ·: 

Dues for this Lodge shafl • t~e Twenty T.Jfa Dallal'S · {m,oo) per 
annum plus the Per Capita Tax assessed for that year by the 

. Grand Lodge, · increased to the next higher even dollar figure and 

. $hah be required from each member unless remitted by a vote of 
the ~odge hereafter provided. 

-_. . ! • .- ,. + 

To read: 

Dues for this Lodge s~~~~ be Thfrty Five Dollars {$35.00) per 
annum plus the Per Capita l'ax and any other special 
assessments assessed for that year by the Grand Lodge, 
inqre~ed to. the next higher even dpUar ~gure and shall b.e 
required from each member unless ;remitted by a vote of the 
Lodge hereafter provided. 

·."l."i; ' 

. Statement of purpose: 
It has been many years since the dues have increased and 
operation of. the Lodge has depended on the generosity of the 
brethren. All brethren should share operational costs of this 
Lodge. This increase will allow the LOdge to essentially break 
everi. Our rent has increas.ed trom $120;00tmeeting to 
$200/meeting, or a yearly incre'ase of $2,000.00. This increase 
was driven by a .redll,ction . in the nt,Jmber of ten an~ paying .rent to 
the Building Board. Although our remaining tenaiiis reht was also 
increased 
there was a serious shortfall in income for the Building Board this 
year resulting in a plea to the brethren for help. This plea was 
answered favorably by the brethren for this year. · As it now 

. stancls the,Building Board will just bre~k even thi~ year. Costs for 
···heating,· ~ir and insurance have· skyrockete(l and if they continue 
· lo'. rise so will our' rent. ·A $13;110 incre~se per year in dues Is 

ll61 .out 'ofJirie, especially wh&'n you consider this lodge Is 
down to 240 members. . . 

The Proposed Chan~es to tne i3ylaws·w~re ·read to 
the attending members)~t the June 23,· 2005 Lodge 
meeting held at the Masonic Home. In accordance 

_ with the By Laws of the Grand Lodge of Missouri the 
proposed bhanges must lie over for ·thirty· (SO) days. 
The vote on these By Law Changes will be at the 
stated meeting July 28 7:30 pm at Swope Park Lodge 
# 617 8521 Oldham Rd Kansas City, Missourl64138 
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W.B. Mel Tacke receives 25 year Service Jewel Brother John Waggoner receives 25 year Service Jewel 

At the regular stated meeting held May 26, 2005, Swope Park Lodge No. 
~17 presented WB Mel Tacke his 25 year pin. Mel was Master of the 

'jge in 1987. He was raised April 15, 1980. The presentation was 
made by Bro. Jim Payne {right ) who. along with RWB Gary Mullins and 
WB Albert IShortv\ Reaan served on the investiaatina committee. 

WM Bob Harman presented Bro Waggoner his 25 year pin June 23'd 
at the Missouri Masonic Home. Before the meeting , several 
members of the Lodge joined residents of the Home celebrating 
John's 951

h Birthday with ice cream and fruit cobbler. 

A The 
1VIas1:.e:r's 

Tres1:;l.e Board 
Robert Hannan Tf'Jf 

Dear Brothers and Friends. 

It has been several years (1981} since I 
first crossed the threshold of Kronweiler 
Lodge #834, near my dutv station of 
Baumholder West Germany. I had been a 
Mason for about a vear and had been 
transferred a shmi \Yavs across Gennanv. 
Finding a new Masonic home as a young 
Mason \Yas a prioritv. and re\varded. when 
I discovered the locaL mostlv American 
Lodge. meeting on Monday's at a 
schoolhm1se in a nearbv tmm. Accepted 
inunediatelv. I cmmot remember a tin1e 
when I was not serving in a chair in the 
more than 20 vears since. I am. like so 
manv of vou. verv tvpical in mv vie\Y of 
Masonic obligation and idea of service. I 
believe that if you are going to complain 
.nu should be \Yilling to sit in the hot seat 
and take some of it. I believe that not 
everyone wants to be an otticer but we all 
should. who can. serve as best we can. Irs 
good !()f us and the futme of tl1e Lodge. 
Since I am "Titing mv last letter for the 
Rambler as Master I thought I mmld thank 

IECRETAR~I DEIR 

the Lodge for the opportunity to sen'e. I will 
always wonder how I . got talked into being a 
WM !or four years and how I got talked into 
hvo back to back years. I can tell you, with no 
remorse. that I have enjoyed the challenge and 
\Yill treasure the title '·Past Master'·, both of 
York and ofS\Yope Park We have certainly not 
set the world a!ire with strokes of genius or 
changed the course drasticallY but we have 
maintained the dignity of S\Yope Park and 
reminded the \Yorld that \Ye are still here. 
Ce1iainly, I had very little to do with any real 
\York these last t\vo Years. Our SecretarY. \VB 
Don Hurlbe1i and Treasurer. RWB Larry 
Cameron are the real workers. Each of them is 
constantly \Yorking in the quarrv to keep S\YOpe 
Park healthy and up to date. Each of us. mostly 
me. 0\Yes them both a debt of gratitude. 
I do want to thank \YB Sergio ll!mtinez tl.>r his \York 
as Junior Warden this year. His is an important. but 
not thankless job and his dedication is appreciated. 
Each member "·ho &tepped up and filled a chair is 
greatly appreciated. as welL RarelY do all the oftlcers 
get to attend and somebodY is ah\'a\'s getting 
drafted. From the best. and most dedicated, till 
in around, \VB Frank: Chester. \Yho can do it alL 
to WB Ken Scott who loves S\Yope Park Lodge~ 
fi:om RWB Jack Clark who has served us all so 
\Yell tor so long to all the rest \Yho gladly sit 
\Yhere \Ye need them. I thank you. 

{continued page 2) 

Don Hurlbert pjf 

Study Club announced. 
A third study club is now established at 
Ivanhoe Lodge on the West Side of 
Holmes Aven~1e Soutl1 of 851h Street It is 
on Wednesday evenings beginning June 
15th. The session will start at 7:00PM and 
nm 'til 9:00PM 
The Studv Club director is WB Paul 
Miller. Past Master of Alpha Lodge. He is 
appointed by R\VB Gleim Bun·ows. 
DDGL All Masons are invited to come 
and pmiicipate in tllis StudY Club. Our 
Lodge could benefit to better perti.mn 
degree \York as \Yell as the opening and 
closing of the Lodge 
Grand Lodge Communication 
The Grand Secretary has mmounced the One 
Hundred Eighty-Fourth .-\mmal Conununication 
of the Grand Lodge of A.F. and .-\.l\L of the 
State of l\ Iissouri. beginning Sunday September 
251

h. 2005 and concluding the l\Iorning of 
Tuesday September 271

h. 2005 at the Holiday 
lim Select. 2200 I-70 Drive SW. Columbia. 
ll!issomi 
Phone number tor reservations is 5 73-445-
85 31 tor your conve1lience. When making 
your reservation mention that yon are \Yith 
the Grand Lodge Session. Questions e-mail 
Ron Miller at rmiller@momason.org 
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John Hess 19 
Paul Turnquist 18 
Gary McCloud 15 
Gary Dryer 13 
Robert Schadel 13 

Michael Whiteside 13 
Claude Wolfe 13 

CEMETERY Lot FOR SALE 
Floral Hills 

Blue Ridge & Gregory Blvd. 
Two plots 

Market Price $1625 ea. 
Swope Park Lodge selling 

For$ 800. ea 
Call Larry Cameron (816) 767 9073 
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~ Electronic Rambler News :Ldter 

Master's Letter continued from page 1 
Every brother needs to eJ<.:press thanks to Jim 
Payne for his efforts in getting out the 
Rambler. He believes in the in1portance of 
communication to the members and does a 
great job putting this newsletter together. 
Watch for great things from him in the future, 
he really is a leader in the wings. 
I want to especially thank a few other 
brothers of Swope Park. First, WB Gary 
Barron for getting me involved at our Lodge 

. before 'it 1elt like "my" Lodge. Gary is a 
friend before he's a brother and, to me, that's 
saying sorllething special. . ··.: , . · 
~eoond, .. I want t o publicly say a special 
~: to WB Harry Bro\yp. .. I have SP,ent 
.almost fotlr years in the :&i'st . of a Masonic " 

, Lodge with Harry at my side)ts <:;h~j>lain. J 
' would not be even the m(lfgm~l'rjtua1i:;;t tha"ti 

am . withOUt Harry's . p,ati'entA; g\Jid!Yl~e, 
•oorr~tions and encouragement Hairy . 
exeqipllfies, to me, what Masonry really is. It 
isni'(b.onors, and jewel~>.:[t isn't c()mpiuiri.g . l In the interest of .saving p~titig ' and . 

postage ' e}qxmse, '''e offer ~ tlJ.e ' 
, opportunity to receive The Rtim~1er;. via 
1: e-mail q'UaJ1ei"ly. · Please e-mtlil . yow . r. · 
~ address ., '' to .... , Jim Pa)>he 

menibership cards and . seeing ho'v maiw ·. 
' titles "'~ can pile up. Harry h~s all of th~t ,. 
anyl:Jody could want, and you wouldn't know 
it. Masonry is treating another brother as an 

,
1 dsmazdad@yabbo.com to begin f 

receiving the lodge newsletter in this i 
i fashion. You mav also submit articles 
~ · of interest for inciusion this \Vay. ~ ,, ~ ' . ··----~·---·......-.·--·-· ·-~~-----'! 

First Degree conferred Ma~· 12th 
Brian Joseph Smith initiated and 
received into the lodge as an Entered 
Apprentice. RWB La\\Tence Cameron 
conferred the degree and the first degree 
lecture was conducted by RWB Bill 
Van Meter. Brian is the son of Brother 
Ralph Smith, a member .of Swope Park 
Lodge 617 since 1991. 

Armed Forces At,preciation 
The Lodge voted during the May 12'11 

meeting to make a$ 75.00 contribution 
to purchase and distribute telephone 
credit cards to servicemen and women 
serving overseas in Iraq and Afganistan. 

In Memoriam 

James C. Chapman 
Born Apri1 16, 1918 

Raised August 26, 1948 
Passed away January 23, 2005 

Announcement 
July 28th Lodge Meeting will 

Feature a speaker from 
Masonic Services on a Child 

Identification community 
project 

equaL On the square, as we say. Now this 
may seem simple to many of you, it may not 
But I am here to tell you that it is the Harry 

; Browns of the LO<)ge , that are its most 
precious resource. L and . we, owe Harry a l 
huge debt of gratitude for helping to hold our 
Lodge together over ·these many years. But, 
personally, the debt is from his treating me as 
a brother. He is the Master, to me, and I am 
so honored to be his brother. We have 
elections for neA"t .year coming the first 
meeting inAugust and I encourage you all to 
attend. Last . year . we had to postpone the 
election because bf lack: of attendance. Now. 
just in case you avoid that meeting to prevent 
being elected, re-read this article! Actually, 
all you have to do is decline to serve. We 
need members present to help elect a new 
line but nobody is going to get railroaded! 
Once again, it ' s been a long road since my 
time as · Junior Deacon in Kronweiler. I 
sincerely hcipe I have many more years of 
serving S\vope Park ahead of me and thank 
all of you for your support during these last 
two as your Master. 

Fraternally, 
Bob Harman 

11£. NOTICE 

Election of 2006 Officers 

Swope Park Lodge 617 

August 12, 2006 2nd Thursday 

PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE BYLAWS OF 
SWOPE PARK LOD~E #617 A.F. & A.M. 

The proposed changes to the existing Byl aws as of July, 2000 are listed, 
along with the existing Bylaws for comparison. The Bylaws committee 
recommends these changes be adopted as proposed. 

Respectively submitted June 23, 2005: 

Brother Gary Dryer 
RWB Lawrence Cameron 
WB De~ Bezinque 

Chairman ByLaws Committee 
Member ByLaws Committee 
Member ByLaws Committee 

TO THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER, WARDENS, OFFICERS AND 
BRETHREN OF 

SWOPE PARK LODGE #617 A.F. & A.M. 
Proposed changes to the By-Laws of SWOPE PARK LODGE 

#617 A.F. & A.M. 

All changes recommended by the By-Laws Committee are explained as 
follows: 

Where words or phrases are to be deleted they are shown with a 
line through them. All additions are shown in b.old Italics. 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The By-Laws of Swope Park Lodge# 617 A.F. & 
A.M. be amended as follows: 

ARTICLE II 
MEETINGS 

DELETE in its entirety, Mfi~TINGS , 5EECTION 1.1,.NO SMOKING. 

No smokiAg is allowed iA the buildii:lg while Swope PaFk lodge 
#617 is haviRg activities. 

Statement of purpose: 
This committee is of the opinion that since the brethren who. 
smoke are conscientious and respect the non-smoking brethren 
and have endeavored to segregate ihemselves from the non
smokers, we believe this accommodates all brethren. Should the 
occasion aris·e where a brother is ori oxygen or we have a large 
meeting, the Worshipful Master can order a no smoking ru le for 
the dining area for that night. . 

AMEND SECTION 3. SPECIAL MEETINGS AND NOTiCES to read: 

Special Communications of the Lodge shall be held by call of the 
Worshipful Master. Notice of each Special Communication shall 
be published in a Kansas City daily newspaper not later than the 
day before the meeting, or notice by mail to all resident 
members not less than ten (10) days before the meeting, or 
announcement at the next preceding Stated Communication 
duly recorded in the minutes of such meeting, all stating the 
purpose, place, date and hour of said Special Communication. 

Statement of purpose: 
This change makes the By-Law conform to Grand Lodge Law. 

ARTICLE Ill 
OFFICERS 

AMEND SECTION 2. ELECTION, WHEN HELD AND TERM OF OFFICe to 
read: 

SECTION 2. ELECTION, WHEN HELD, INSTALLATION OF 
OFFICERS AND FISCAL YEAR 

Statement of purpose: 
This change correctly reflects the content of SECTION 2, 

AMEND SECTION 3. OFFICERS, HOW ELECTED to read: 
ARTICLE Ill 
OFFICERS 

AMEND SECTION 2. ELECTION, WHEN HELD At4D T&RM OF OFFICE to 
read: 

SECTION 2. ELECTION, WHEN HELD, INSTALLATION OF 
OFFICERS AND FISCAL YEAR 

Statement of purpose: 
This change correctly reflects the content of SECTION 2. 

AMEND SECTION 3. OFFICERS, HOW ELECTED to read: 

SECTION 3. OFFICERS, HOW ELECTED AND TERM OF 
OFFICE 

Statement of purpose: 
This change correctly reflects the content of SECTION 2. 

ARTICLE IV 
DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

AMEND SECTION 2. TREASURER 

(g) For these services faithfully performed, he shall receive the sum of 
· F#teeR Dollars ($4&.00) per month or $45.00/quarter. 

To read: 

(a) ·For these services faithfully performed, he shall receive the 
sum of Twenty Dollars ($20.00) per month or 
$60.00/quarter. 

· Statement of purpose: 
This Office has not had a raise in over 10 years. Approximately 8 
hours/month are spent on Lodge cost accounting and making 
deposits. Also the cost of. driving has increased drastically. The 
$5.00/month increase does not cover inflation since the last 
increase. 

AMEND SECTION 3. SECRETARY 

(k) To prepare and submit to the Lodge on the fi rs t ~fed 
Communication of each Fiscal Year, a complete statement of all 
transactions of the Secretaries office during the preceding Fiscal 
Year. 

To read: 

(k) To prepare and submit to the Lodge on the first regular 
Communication of each Fiscal Year, a complete statement of all 
transactions of the Secretaries office during the preceding Fiscal 
Year. 

Statement of purpose: 
The word "required" can be interpreted many different ways. The 
Grand Lodge By-Laws uses the word "regular". 

(m) For these services faithfully performed, he shall receive the sum of 
One Hundred FoF!y Fi•Je Dollars ($~) to be paid to him 
quarterty. 
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Master's Letter continued from page 1 
Every brother needs to eJ<.:press thanks to Jim 
Payne for his efforts in getting out the 
Rambler. He believes in the in1portance of 
communication to the members and does a 
great job putting this newsletter together. 
Watch for great things from him in the future, 
he really is a leader in the wings. 
I want to especially thank a few other 
brothers of Swope Park. First, WB Gary 
Barron for getting me involved at our Lodge 

. before 'it 1elt like "my" Lodge. Gary is a 
friend before he's a brother and, to me, that's 
saying sorllething special. . ··.: , . · 
~eoond, .. I want t o publicly say a special 
~: to WB Harry Bro\yp. .. I have SP,ent 
.almost fotlr years in the :&i'st . of a Masonic " 

, Lodge with Harry at my side)ts <:;h~j>lain. J 
' would not be even the m(lfgm~l'rjtua1i:;;t tha"ti 

am . withOUt Harry's . p,ati'entA; g\Jid!Yl~e, 
•oorr~tions and encouragement Hairy . 
exeqipllfies, to me, what Masonry really is. It 
isni'(b.onors, and jewel~>.:[t isn't c()mpiuiri.g . l In the interest of .saving p~titig ' and . 

postage ' e}qxmse, '''e offer ~ tlJ.e ' 
, opportunity to receive The Rtim~1er;. via 
1: e-mail q'UaJ1ei"ly. · Please e-mtlil . yow . r. · 
~ address ., '' to .... , Jim Pa)>he 

menibership cards and . seeing ho'v maiw ·. 
' titles "'~ can pile up. Harry h~s all of th~t ,. 
anyl:Jody could want, and you wouldn't know 
it. Masonry is treating another brother as an 

,
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receiving the lodge newsletter in this i 
i fashion. You mav also submit articles 
~ · of interest for inciusion this \Vay. ~ ,, ~ ' . ··----~·---·......-.·--·-· ·-~~-----'! 

First Degree conferred Ma~· 12th 
Brian Joseph Smith initiated and 
received into the lodge as an Entered 
Apprentice. RWB La\\Tence Cameron 
conferred the degree and the first degree 
lecture was conducted by RWB Bill 
Van Meter. Brian is the son of Brother 
Ralph Smith, a member .of Swope Park 
Lodge 617 since 1991. 

Armed Forces At,preciation 
The Lodge voted during the May 12'11 

meeting to make a$ 75.00 contribution 
to purchase and distribute telephone 
credit cards to servicemen and women 
serving overseas in Iraq and Afganistan. 

In Memoriam 

James C. Chapman 
Born Apri1 16, 1918 

Raised August 26, 1948 
Passed away January 23, 2005 

Announcement 
July 28th Lodge Meeting will 

Feature a speaker from 
Masonic Services on a Child 

Identification community 
project 

equaL On the square, as we say. Now this 
may seem simple to many of you, it may not 
But I am here to tell you that it is the Harry 

; Browns of the LO<)ge , that are its most 
precious resource. L and . we, owe Harry a l 
huge debt of gratitude for helping to hold our 
Lodge together over ·these many years. But, 
personally, the debt is from his treating me as 
a brother. He is the Master, to me, and I am 
so honored to be his brother. We have 
elections for neA"t .year coming the first 
meeting inAugust and I encourage you all to 
attend. Last . year . we had to postpone the 
election because bf lack: of attendance. Now. 
just in case you avoid that meeting to prevent 
being elected, re-read this article! Actually, 
all you have to do is decline to serve. We 
need members present to help elect a new 
line but nobody is going to get railroaded! 
Once again, it ' s been a long road since my 
time as · Junior Deacon in Kronweiler. I 
sincerely hcipe I have many more years of 
serving S\vope Park ahead of me and thank 
all of you for your support during these last 
two as your Master. 

Fraternally, 
Bob Harman 

11£. NOTICE 

Election of 2006 Officers 

Swope Park Lodge 617 

August 12, 2006 2nd Thursday 

PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE BYLAWS OF 
SWOPE PARK LOD~E #617 A.F. & A.M. 

The proposed changes to the existing Byl aws as of July, 2000 are listed, 
along with the existing Bylaws for comparison. The Bylaws committee 
recommends these changes be adopted as proposed. 

Respectively submitted June 23, 2005: 

Brother Gary Dryer 
RWB Lawrence Cameron 
WB De~ Bezinque 

Chairman ByLaws Committee 
Member ByLaws Committee 
Member ByLaws Committee 

TO THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER, WARDENS, OFFICERS AND 
BRETHREN OF 

SWOPE PARK LODGE #617 A.F. & A.M. 
Proposed changes to the By-Laws of SWOPE PARK LODGE 

#617 A.F. & A.M. 

All changes recommended by the By-Laws Committee are explained as 
follows: 

Where words or phrases are to be deleted they are shown with a 
line through them. All additions are shown in b.old Italics. 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The By-Laws of Swope Park Lodge# 617 A.F. & 
A.M. be amended as follows: 

ARTICLE II 
MEETINGS 

DELETE in its entirety, Mfi~TINGS , 5EECTION 1.1,.NO SMOKING. 

No smokiAg is allowed iA the buildii:lg while Swope PaFk lodge 
#617 is haviRg activities. 

Statement of purpose: 
This committee is of the opinion that since the brethren who. 
smoke are conscientious and respect the non-smoking brethren 
and have endeavored to segregate ihemselves from the non
smokers, we believe this accommodates all brethren. Should the 
occasion aris·e where a brother is ori oxygen or we have a large 
meeting, the Worshipful Master can order a no smoking ru le for 
the dining area for that night. . 

AMEND SECTION 3. SPECIAL MEETINGS AND NOTiCES to read: 

Special Communications of the Lodge shall be held by call of the 
Worshipful Master. Notice of each Special Communication shall 
be published in a Kansas City daily newspaper not later than the 
day before the meeting, or notice by mail to all resident 
members not less than ten (10) days before the meeting, or 
announcement at the next preceding Stated Communication 
duly recorded in the minutes of such meeting, all stating the 
purpose, place, date and hour of said Special Communication. 

Statement of purpose: 
This change makes the By-Law conform to Grand Lodge Law. 

ARTICLE Ill 
OFFICERS 

AMEND SECTION 2. ELECTION, WHEN HELD AND TERM OF OFFICe to 
read: 

SECTION 2. ELECTION, WHEN HELD, INSTALLATION OF 
OFFICERS AND FISCAL YEAR 

Statement of purpose: 
This change correctly reflects the content of SECTION 2, 

AMEND SECTION 3. OFFICERS, HOW ELECTED to read: 
ARTICLE Ill 
OFFICERS 

AMEND SECTION 2. ELECTION, WHEN HELD At4D T&RM OF OFFICE to 
read: 

SECTION 2. ELECTION, WHEN HELD, INSTALLATION OF 
OFFICERS AND FISCAL YEAR 

Statement of purpose: 
This change correctly reflects the content of SECTION 2. 

AMEND SECTION 3. OFFICERS, HOW ELECTED to read: 

SECTION 3. OFFICERS, HOW ELECTED AND TERM OF 
OFFICE 

Statement of purpose: 
This change correctly reflects the content of SECTION 2. 

ARTICLE IV 
DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

AMEND SECTION 2. TREASURER 

(g) For these services faithfully performed, he shall receive the sum of 
· F#teeR Dollars ($4&.00) per month or $45.00/quarter. 

To read: 

(a) ·For these services faithfully performed, he shall receive the 
sum of Twenty Dollars ($20.00) per month or 
$60.00/quarter. 

· Statement of purpose: 
This Office has not had a raise in over 10 years. Approximately 8 
hours/month are spent on Lodge cost accounting and making 
deposits. Also the cost of. driving has increased drastically. The 
$5.00/month increase does not cover inflation since the last 
increase. 

AMEND SECTION 3. SECRETARY 

(k) To prepare and submit to the Lodge on the fi rs t ~fed 
Communication of each Fiscal Year, a complete statement of all 
transactions of the Secretaries office during the preceding Fiscal 
Year. 

To read: 

(k) To prepare and submit to the Lodge on the first regular 
Communication of each Fiscal Year, a complete statement of all 
transactions of the Secretaries office during the preceding Fiscal 
Year. 

Statement of purpose: 
The word "required" can be interpreted many different ways. The 
Grand Lodge By-Laws uses the word "regular". 

(m) For these services faithfully performed, he shall receive the sum of 
One Hundred FoF!y Fi•Je Dollars ($~) to be paid to him 
quarterty. 
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To read: 

(I) For these services faithfu lly performed, he shall receive the sum 
of One Hundred Sixty Dollars (~)to be paid to him 
quarterly. 

Statement of purpose: 
This is eSsentially the same as the Treasurer. 

ARTICLE VI 
COMMITTEES 

AMEND SECTION 1. STANDING COMMITTEES 

(c) A Budget Committee consisting of the Worshipful Master, 
Treasurer, Secretary and two {2) members appointed by the 
Worshipful Master. It shall be the duty of the Budget Committee 

·· to budget all expenses of said lodge for the ensuing year. It shall 
include among the liabilities of the lodge the PerCapHa Tax 
owing by the Lodge to the Grand Lodge. Such Budget shall be 
reported at the second communication after the installation of the 
Wo!Shipful Master and Wardens and .upoo a~ two thirds 
{2/3) of the members present at any Stated Communication. It 
shall l::le the Eluty af this oommittee to submit the Quagel Ia the 
~ 

To read: 

{c) A Budget Committee consisting of the Worshipful Master, 
Treasurer, Secretary and two {2) members appointed by the 
Worshipful .Master. It shall be the duty of the Budget Committee 
to budget all expenses of said Lodge for the ensuing fiscal year 
and submitting the proposed Budget to the Lodge for 
approval. It shall include among the liabilities of the Lodge the 
Per 'Capita Tax and othe; assessments owing by the Lodge to 
the Grand Lodge. SuCh Budget shall be reported at the second 
communication after the installation of theWorshipful Master and 
Wardens and affirmed by a two-thirds {2/3) majority aye vote of 
the members present at any Stated Communication. The Lodge 
Budget may be amended at any time during the fiscal year by 
motion, seconded, approval by the Budget Committee and 
affirmed by a majority aye vote of the members present at 
any Stated Communication. 

Statement of purpose: 
This paragraph.is reworded forclanty and provides the method to 
be used to change the Budget during the Fiscal Year. 

ARTICLE VII 
PETITIONS AND FEES 

AMEND SECTION 2. FEES 

The fees required for the degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry 
conferred in this Lodge shall be One Hundred ThiF!y Fi¥e Dollars 
{~) together with such other fee$, levies and assessments 
as may be required by the By-Laws and Edicts of the Grand 
Lodge. The Lodge requires as a minimum, at the time of petition, 
NiAety ORe Dollars ($9-1-oOO) together with all Grand Lodge fees, 
levies and assessments; Twenty Twa Dollars ($n00) before or 
at the time the Second Degree is conferred; and Twenty Twa 
Dollars {$n.OO) before or at.the time the Third Degree is 
conferred. 

To read: 

The fees required for the degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry 
conferred in this Lodge shall be One Hundred Fifty Dollars 
($150.00) together with such other fees, levies and assessments 

.as may be.r~uirQd btthe 6Yr~WS f1!1P ~dipts qf ~~~~r.A~d 
Lodge. T~e ~odge .~cjuiras as. il il'!iri1tn,um, Jtt'th.e:Ume of petition, 
One iluiidred;Dcillars'($10MO) tod~fHe(withiaii'Grimd Lodge 
fees, levies and assessments; Twenty Five Dollars ($25.00) 
before or anhetime the Second Degree is conferred; and Twenty 
Five Dollars ($25.00) before or' at the time the·Thlrd Degree is 
conferred. 

Statement of purpose: 
The fees for the degrees at this lodge continue to be one of 
the !owest in the area. To minimize the impact' of a dues 
increase the fees for the degrees must be in¢reased. A fifteen 
·dollar ($15.00) increase is minimal and will keep our initiation fee 
still ~!llpetiti~e f9r the area. 

·:· .. __ ::·. 

: ~;. 

AMEND SECTION 1. DUES 

: ARTJCLE. VIII 
..• ~· .: .. ,P~ES : . ; / ·: 

Dues for this Lodge shafl • t~e Twenty T.Jfa Dallal'S · {m,oo) per 
annum plus the Per Capita Tax assessed for that year by the 

. Grand Lodge, · increased to the next higher even dollar figure and 

. $hah be required from each member unless remitted by a vote of 
the ~odge hereafter provided. 

-_. . ! • .- ,. + 

To read: 

Dues for this Lodge s~~~~ be Thfrty Five Dollars {$35.00) per 
annum plus the Per Capita l'ax and any other special 
assessments assessed for that year by the Grand Lodge, 
inqre~ed to. the next higher even dpUar ~gure and shall b.e 
required from each member unless ;remitted by a vote of the 
Lodge hereafter provided. 

·."l."i; ' 

. Statement of purpose: 
It has been many years since the dues have increased and 
operation of. the Lodge has depended on the generosity of the 
brethren. All brethren should share operational costs of this 
Lodge. This increase will allow the LOdge to essentially break 
everi. Our rent has increas.ed trom $120;00tmeeting to 
$200/meeting, or a yearly incre'ase of $2,000.00. This increase 
was driven by a .redll,ction . in the nt,Jmber of ten an~ paying .rent to 
the Building Board. Although our remaining tenaiiis reht was also 
increased 
there was a serious shortfall in income for the Building Board this 
year resulting in a plea to the brethren for help. This plea was 
answered favorably by the brethren for this year. · As it now 

. stancls the,Building Board will just bre~k even thi~ year. Costs for 
···heating,· ~ir and insurance have· skyrockete(l and if they continue 
· lo'. rise so will our' rent. ·A $13;110 incre~se per year in dues Is 

ll61 .out 'ofJirie, especially wh&'n you consider this lodge Is 
down to 240 members. . . 

The Proposed Chan~es to tne i3ylaws·w~re ·read to 
the attending members)~t the June 23,· 2005 Lodge 
meeting held at the Masonic Home. In accordance 

_ with the By Laws of the Grand Lodge of Missouri the 
proposed bhanges must lie over for ·thirty· (SO) days. 
The vote on these By Law Changes will be at the 
stated meeting July 28 7:30 pm at Swope Park Lodge 
# 617 8521 Oldham Rd Kansas City, Missourl64138 
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W.B. Mel Tacke receives 25 year Service Jewel Brother John Waggoner receives 25 year Service Jewel 

At the regular stated meeting held May 26, 2005, Swope Park Lodge No. 
~17 presented WB Mel Tacke his 25 year pin. Mel was Master of the 

'jge in 1987. He was raised April 15, 1980. The presentation was 
made by Bro. Jim Payne {right ) who. along with RWB Gary Mullins and 
WB Albert IShortv\ Reaan served on the investiaatina committee. 

WM Bob Harman presented Bro Waggoner his 25 year pin June 23'd 
at the Missouri Masonic Home. Before the meeting , several 
members of the Lodge joined residents of the Home celebrating 
John's 951

h Birthday with ice cream and fruit cobbler. 

A The 
1VIas1:.e:r's 

Tres1:;l.e Board 
Robert Hannan Tf'Jf 

Dear Brothers and Friends. 

It has been several years (1981} since I 
first crossed the threshold of Kronweiler 
Lodge #834, near my dutv station of 
Baumholder West Germany. I had been a 
Mason for about a vear and had been 
transferred a shmi \Yavs across Gennanv. 
Finding a new Masonic home as a young 
Mason \Yas a prioritv. and re\varded. when 
I discovered the locaL mostlv American 
Lodge. meeting on Monday's at a 
schoolhm1se in a nearbv tmm. Accepted 
inunediatelv. I cmmot remember a tin1e 
when I was not serving in a chair in the 
more than 20 vears since. I am. like so 
manv of vou. verv tvpical in mv vie\Y of 
Masonic obligation and idea of service. I 
believe that if you are going to complain 
.nu should be \Yilling to sit in the hot seat 
and take some of it. I believe that not 
everyone wants to be an otticer but we all 
should. who can. serve as best we can. Irs 
good !()f us and the futme of tl1e Lodge. 
Since I am "Titing mv last letter for the 
Rambler as Master I thought I mmld thank 

IECRETAR~I DEIR 

the Lodge for the opportunity to sen'e. I will 
always wonder how I . got talked into being a 
WM !or four years and how I got talked into 
hvo back to back years. I can tell you, with no 
remorse. that I have enjoyed the challenge and 
\Yill treasure the title '·Past Master'·, both of 
York and ofS\Yope Park We have certainly not 
set the world a!ire with strokes of genius or 
changed the course drasticallY but we have 
maintained the dignity of S\Yope Park and 
reminded the \Yorld that \Ye are still here. 
Ce1iainly, I had very little to do with any real 
\York these last t\vo Years. Our SecretarY. \VB 
Don Hurlbe1i and Treasurer. RWB Larry 
Cameron are the real workers. Each of them is 
constantly \Yorking in the quarrv to keep S\YOpe 
Park healthy and up to date. Each of us. mostly 
me. 0\Yes them both a debt of gratitude. 
I do want to thank \YB Sergio ll!mtinez tl.>r his \York 
as Junior Warden this year. His is an important. but 
not thankless job and his dedication is appreciated. 
Each member "·ho &tepped up and filled a chair is 
greatly appreciated. as welL RarelY do all the oftlcers 
get to attend and somebodY is ah\'a\'s getting 
drafted. From the best. and most dedicated, till 
in around, \VB Frank: Chester. \Yho can do it alL 
to WB Ken Scott who loves S\Yope Park Lodge~ 
fi:om RWB Jack Clark who has served us all so 
\Yell tor so long to all the rest \Yho gladly sit 
\Yhere \Ye need them. I thank you. 

{continued page 2) 

Don Hurlbert pjf 

Study Club announced. 
A third study club is now established at 
Ivanhoe Lodge on the West Side of 
Holmes Aven~1e Soutl1 of 851h Street It is 
on Wednesday evenings beginning June 
15th. The session will start at 7:00PM and 
nm 'til 9:00PM 
The Studv Club director is WB Paul 
Miller. Past Master of Alpha Lodge. He is 
appointed by R\VB Gleim Bun·ows. 
DDGL All Masons are invited to come 
and pmiicipate in tllis StudY Club. Our 
Lodge could benefit to better perti.mn 
degree \York as \Yell as the opening and 
closing of the Lodge 
Grand Lodge Communication 
The Grand Secretary has mmounced the One 
Hundred Eighty-Fourth .-\mmal Conununication 
of the Grand Lodge of A.F. and .-\.l\L of the 
State of l\ Iissouri. beginning Sunday September 
251

h. 2005 and concluding the l\Iorning of 
Tuesday September 271

h. 2005 at the Holiday 
lim Select. 2200 I-70 Drive SW. Columbia. 
ll!issomi 
Phone number tor reservations is 5 73-445-
85 31 tor your conve1lience. When making 
your reservation mention that yon are \Yith 
the Grand Lodge Session. Questions e-mail 
Ron Miller at rmiller@momason.org 




