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TRESTLE BOARD 
 

WB Justin Dryer 

 

 

   Swope Park Lodge 

Officers for the 2012 year: 

 
Swope Park Lodge #617  

meets the second, and fourth 

Thursdays at 7:30. 

 
Worshipful Master:   WB Justin W. Dryer 

 

Senior Warden:   Bro Robert E Culver 

 

Junior Warden:   RWB Paul Miller 

 

Treasurer:    RWB Lawrence S Cameron 

 

Secretary:    WB Kenneth Best 

 

Senior Deacon:   Bro James E. O’Shea 

 

Junior Deacon:   Bro James L. Lowman 

 

Senior Steward:   Bro Stanley Jefferson 

 

Junior Steward:   Bro Lawrence Alvis 

 

Chaplain:    WB Gary W. Dryer 

 

Marshal:    Bro Mark T. Schmidt 

 

Tiler:     WB Charles A. Farris 

 

 

 

Hello again Brethren and Sisters! 

 

I am again glad to greet you on behalf of Swope Park 

Lodge #617.  We have been quite busy recently with 

degree work which has been beneficial for more than 

just Swope Park. 

 

On March 7, two first degrees were performed for 

Aaron Fordam and Lonnie Scott Siems. Aaron joined 

Swope Park, and Lonnie became a Freemason as part 

of courtesy work which was done for Kansas City 

Lodge #220.  The following weekend the two 

brethren were two of 27 that were passed and raised 

to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason by way of a 

Chance to Advance (C2A) sponsored on by the 

brethren of Swope Park Lodge with great assistance 

by many other lodges around Kansas City.  Swope 

Park would like to thank those who assisted with the 

degree work as well as the Scottish Rite, RWB Dan 

Sewing and RWB Glenn Burrows who did a great job 

in co-coordinating the events of the day. 

 

The following meeting Swope Park performed two 

additional first degrees on James Crawford and 

Anthony Wright on March 21st.  James joined Swope 

Park, and Anthony joined Ivanhoe Lodge #446 by 

way of courtesy work led by Brother Brad Fowler of 

Ivanhoe Lodge #446. 

 

As we look ahead it seems there will be plenty more 

opportunities for Swope Park to introduce new 

members to the teachings of Masonry, and as those 

opportunities arise I welcome all of our brethren of 

the lodge as well as any visiting lodges to come out 

and assist in the degree work.  We always have a 

great time and good food and fellowship always 

ensues down in Shotwell Hall following the night's 

work. 

 

Justin Dryer 

Worshipful Master 

Swope Park Lodge #617 
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SWOPE PARK LODGE NO. 617 
 

Swope Park #617 KC #220, and Ivanhoe #446 newest Entered Apprentices 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swope Park Lodge and Ivanhoe Lodge conferred 2 first 

degrees on the night of March 22, 2012 

 
WM Justin Dryer conferred the first degree for James Earl Crawford Swope Park Lodges 

newest Entered Apprentice. Swope Park Lodge also assisted B Brad Fowler and Ivanhoe 

Lodge in conferring the First degree for Anthony James Wright their newest Entered 

Apprentice. 

 

Swope Park Lodge and Kansas City Lodge conferred 2 first 

degrees on the night of March 8
th

 2012 

 

 

RWB William Van Meter, WB Justin Dryer, Bro Lonnie Siems, Bro 

Aaron Fordham, WB Mel Tacke 
Photo Contributed by: Bro James OShea 
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RWB Dave Colburn who did the charge WB Justin Dryer EA James Crawford and 

Anthony Wright B Brad Fowler from Ivanhoe Lodge. RWB Bill Van Meter did the First 

Degree lecture. B Ben Pagel several Ivanhoe members were in attendance. 
Contributed by: WB Kenny Best 

 

 

Swope Park Lodge hosts C2A at the 
Scottish Rite Temple on March 10th 2012!  
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Many brothers from Swope Park Lodge turned out to help setup the Scottish Rite temple 

on the Friday night before to make the C2A class a success and it was. Swope Park lodge 

opened up the C2A Class and conferred the second and third degree on the exemplar 

candidates, and other candidates on the sidelines. 27 candidates in all turned out to become 

master masons on Saturday morning.  

Many Master Masons turned out from other lodges from not only the 18
th
 district, but 

surrounding districts.  

 

  

  

  
Photos Contributed by: Bro James OShea 
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Swope Park Lodge 

Sweethearts Dinner 

 
 

Swope Park Lodge # 617 
hosted a Sweetheart dinner 
in honor of all the ladies who 
give the lodge so much 
assistance.  
The Master of Swope Park 
Lodge with the assistance of 
his lady Deann fixed a 
wonderful dinner and it was 
a great day with good 
fellowship enjoyed by all. 

Contributed by: WB Kenny Best 
 

 

Jobs 
Daughter’s 
Installation 

 

At the last Jobs Daughters 
installation the Arch of 
Steel was performed by 
William F. Kuhn Demolay 
with the assistance of 
RWB Larry Cameron an 
honorary member and Bro 
Ed Culver a senior 
DeMolay.  
You never know what you 
will see at an event at 
Swope Park. 

Contributed by: WB Kenny Best 
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Jobs Daughters  

Bethel 1 Update 
 

 

March 31
st
, 2012 

 So it seems Jobs Daughters has been lacking some update In the Rambler. Since the 

last update, Madison Parkinson has retired her term as Honored Queen, and has had a very 

successful term, and is wished to have a good remainder of her Jobs Daughters 

involvement. Beginning on December 18
th
, Ashley Otte has a new hold on Bethel 1 with 

her new goals as Honored Queen, to improve the Bethel’s actions and involvement.  

 

Recently, Bethel 1 has a parking meter piggy bank in the lobby to help raise money for the 

girls to afford to visit Jefferson City, Missouri for Grand Session on June 21
st
 through June 

24
th
. If you are visiting the Swope Park lodge #617, please donate pocket change, thank 

you for your donations! We currently have one petition approved, and are hoping to set an 

Installation date soon! We also are currently at a sleepover prospect party, and having a 

bunch of fun with it too! We are planning to order some pizza, along with some games and 

makeovers; it seems to be a good plan for a fun night! 

 

Some of the activities we do to stay active in our Masonic youth is to serve the Scottish 

Rite dinners once a month, we also babysit at the Ararat Shrine every now and then, and 

we serve OES dinners, and hope to help as much as we can.  

 

Job’s Daughters will update again soon, so thank you for reading this update, and hope to 

write again soon! 

 

-Ashley Otte  

Honored queen 

Bethel 1 
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ORDER OF THE SWORD OF BUNKER HILL 

 

(March 26) Harry S. Truman chapter 113 of the Grand Order of the 

Sword of Bunker Hill held a ceremonial at Summit Lodge and 

initiated seventeen new members into the order. James Lowman, JD, 

and Jim Payne, PM, representing Swope Park Lodge were among the 

initiates. 

The Order of the Sword of Bunker Hill is a historical and 

patriotic side Order of Masonry founded to perpetuate the 

principles of American liberty, and to indelibly impress upon the 

minds of each generation the sacrifices made by our Masonic 

forefathers in forming and establishing the United States of 

America. 

The "Sword of Bunker Hill" is not a Masonic degree, but rather an 

Order conferred upon a Master Mason in good standing, and should 

therefore always be referred to as an Order and not a degree. 

The next communication will be in November at Swope Park or 

Ivanhoe lodge. Contact Jim Lowman or Jim Payne if you would like a 

petition. Initiation fee is $ 25 and covers a life membership with no 

dues. 

Contributed by: Jim Payne 
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YORK RITE BODIES OF SWOPE PARK TEMPLE 
Officers for 2012 

Contributed by: Jim Payne 
 

 

SWOPE  PARK CHAPTER 520 OES  

 
 

We were honored to have our Worthy Patron, Brother Richard Houston, selected by the 

Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron to receive the appointment as Grand 

Representative of New Hampshire in Missouri.    We will be having a reception July 24
th
 

to honor Brother Richard. 

 

The past months we have emphasized our ritualistic work.   We had our Official Visit of 

the District Deputy Grand Matron in February.   The District Official Visit of the Worthy 

 Commandery 
 

Meet third Monday 7:30 PM 

 

Eminent Commander  Kenneth Best 

Generalissimo             Charles Girten,  

Captain General          Charles Farris,  

Treasurer                     Tim Holmes 

Recorder                      Roy Thomas  

Senior Warden             Melvin Tacke,  

Junior Warden             Jim Payne 

Standard Bearer           Michael Anderson 

Sword Bearer               Shane McCray 

Warder                         Michael Lundeen 

 

 Council of Cryptic 

Masons 

 
Meet First Monday following RAM Chapter 

 

Illustrious Master                Tom Holmes 

Deputy Master                Charles Farris 

Principal Conductor               Charles Girten 

Treasurer                                Tim Holmes 

Recorder                                 Roy Thomas  

Captain of the Guard         Kenneth Best 

Conductor of the Council  Jim Payne 

Marshal                             Melvin Tacke 

Steward                            Mike Lundeen       
Chaplain   Shane McCray 

 

 Royal Arch Masons 

Chapter 

 
Meet First Monday 7:30 PM 

 

High Priest  Tom Holmes 

King   Jim Payne 

Scribe   Charles 

Girtner 

Treasurer                                Tim Holmes 

Secretary                                 Roy Thomas  

Principal Sojourner  Melvin Tacke 

Master Third Veil  Mark Schmidt 

Master Second veil  Mike Lundeen 

Master First Veil  Mike Dolan 

Sentinel   Mike Luellen 
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Grand Matron was also in February.   We were pleased at the number of our members who 

attended this event.  This year our district (the 11
th
) and the 7

th
 District had a joint Official 

Inspection.   The Grand Family will be returning on May 5
th

 for the joint District 

Reception honoring all the members she has selected for appointments in the two districts.   

The morning of May 5
th

 will be the Grand Representatives Brunch and state meeting. 

 

We have been saddened by the loss of four members so far this year.   Sister Addie 

Rittenhour, PGM, died January 1
st
.   Brother John Shollenberger died February 8

th
, Sister 

Hazel Bradshaw on February 13
th
 and Sister Linda Sue Biggerstaff on February 19

th
.    Our 

sympathy goes out to the family members of these departed Sisters and Brother. 

 

Congratulations to Sister Bennietta Cox.   March 31
st
 she was installed as Worthy Matron 

of Edgar Moe Chapter #239 in Hardeeville, S.C.   This is her dual chapter. 

 

Congratulations to Brother Richard Floyd who as installed as Potentate of Ararat Shrine on 

January 11
th
. 

 

Congratulations to Sister Elizabeth Renfrow who received her 25 year membership pin 

February 6
th

. 

 

May 8
th

 will be our Friendship Night.  There will be a pot luck salad supper at 6:15 p.m.  

followed by the meeting at 7:30 p.m.   May 17
th
 we will be honored guests at the Oak 

Grove Friendship Night. 

 

We are fortunate to have a Job’s Daughter’s Bethel and a DeMolay Chapter meeting in our 

temple.   If you have children or grandchildren eligible and interested please contact us 

about them joining these organization.   Five of our members are active leaders of these 

groups.   Sister Tonya Culver is the Bethel Guardian and Brother Gary Dryer is the 

Associate Bethel Guardian as well as being a Grand Bethel officer.   Sister Rita Hanson, 

Sister Jayna Walden, Brother Ed Culver and Brother Kenny Best are also active adult 

leaders in these groups. 

 

Submitted by Lois Patten, Secretary 
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Swope Park Lodge Study Club  

Director  

R.W. Paul Miller 

 Wednesdays- Swope Park Lodge from 7pm—9pm  
Run by RWB Paul Miller, DDGL of the 18th Masonic District 

Fraternally yours, 
RW Bro Paul Miller 
Study Club Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be sure to visit http://www.swopepark.org for 

more information and updates on current building events 

and photos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday Most Worshipful Brother Harry S. Truman  

May 8, 1884 

 
We represent a fraternity which believes in justice and truth and honorable action 

in your community... men who are endeavoring to be better citizens... 

to make a great country greater. This is the only institution in the world 

where we can meet on the level all sorts of people who want to live rightly 

 

Although I hold the highest civil honor in the world, 

I have always regarded my rank and title 

as a Past Grand Master of Masons the greatest honor that had ever come to me 

 

Harry S. Truman 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.swopepark.org/
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The Lyricist Series 
 

Life Is a Cabaret     The Songs of Kander and Ebb 

April 20—May 20, 2012 

A razzle dazzle cabaret revue of songs from Cabaret, Chicago, New York, New York and 

more 

 Pete ’n’ Keely 
June 1—July 1, 2012 

A hilarious musical spoof chock full of American standards (“Fever,” “Lover,” “But 

Beautiful”) and eye-popping costumes 

 

 

 

SWOPE PARK TEMPLE MASONIC BODIES MEETINGS DATE, TIME and CONTACTS 
 

Swope Park Lodge Nr 617 AF & AM  Second and Fourth Thursdays 7:30 PM  Ken Best, Secretary   phone  965 5261 

            Swope Park Order Eastern Star Chapter  520 Second Tuesday each month 7:30 PM  Lois Patton, Secretary  phone 318-9808 

Job’s Daughters Bethel Nr 1 and Jobie-2-Bees  Second and Fourth Mondays 7:30 PM Jayna Walden, Bethel Guardian  phone 645 0544 

Wm F. Kuhn Chapter DeMolay First and Third Thursdays 7:30 PM Gary Dryer, Chapter Advisor  Phone763 9494 

Squires of the Round Table First and Third Thursdays 7:30 PM Tammy Laughlin, Adult Advisor  phone 304 2353 

Harry D. Brown Jr. Chapter 284 First Monday 7:30 PM  Roy Thomas, Secretary  phone 318-3939 

Westport Council Royal & Select Masters Nr 38  First Monday 7:30 PM  Roy Thomas, Secretary phone 318-3939 

Commandery of Knights Templar Nr 68 Third Tuesday 7:30 PM Roy Thomas, Secretary phone 318-3939 

SWOPE PARK TEMPLE STUDY CLUB Wednesdays 7:30 PM Paul Miller, DDGL & Coach  Phone 886 0066 

 

The Rambler is the official quarterly newsletter published for Swope Park Masonic Temple Appendant bodies to communicate the 

activities of the organizations meeting there. Articles and photos are earnestly solicited. Please place your submission in The Rambler’s 

box in the vestibule outside the lodge room. We reach over 400 households.  

 

  RWB Paul  Miller, DDGL 
 
 District Deputy Grand Lecturer 

     Eighteenth Masonic District 

        AF & AM of Missouri 

 
      Study Club Director 

 

       Phone 816 886 0066 

Email pfmill39@comcast.net 

Robert L. Nelson DDS 
 

 NELSON Family Dentistry  
        913-498-8899                                                                                                                             
           13018 Stateline Road 

 Leawood, Ks 

                     66209        
 

 

 

 

                   
James Lowman Inc. 

Contract IT/MIS 

For all your IT/MIS Computer needs 

24/7 Support. 

Remote support or house calls. 

816-337-5040 

Jameslowman75@gmail.com 

www.jameslowman.com 

PUT BROTHERLY LOVE INTO ACTION 
 

I have a challenge for us all. 

Commit at least one random act of 

kindness and love. Here's a partial 
list of things that can be done: take 

someone to lunch or have them 
over for a meal; help someone with 

a project; run an errand for 
someone; present someone with a 

gesture of appreciation; call 

someone you haven't seen or talked 
to for a while; visit a friend in the 

hospital; or give someone flowers 
simply because you care. The list 

could go on and on and fill this 

entire page and still not be 
complete. Hebrews 13:1 and 2 

encourages us to, ”Let brotherly 
love continue. Be not forgetful to 

entertain strangers: for thereby 
some have entertained angels 

unawares.” Let's be a true beacon 

of light and a true Master Mason. 
Let's always reach out to others! 
 
Source: Brother Russell S. Hanson, PGC, 
Editor. Knight Templar magazine 
Missouri supplement 
 

    

  

 

     

Schmidt & Sons: Oil and Lubricants 

 
Selling the first in synthetic oil 

Discount to Lodge Brothers 

Call Mark Schmidt 
 

816 582 2903   cell 816 799 4236 

 

http://www.qualityhillplayhouse.com/
http://mrd.mail.yahoo.com/compose?To=pfmill39%40comcast.net
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